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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

City of Anaheim
PLANNING AND BUILDING DEPARTMENT

DATE: AUGUST 10, 2021

FROM: PLANNING AND BUILDING DEPARTMENT

SUBJECT: ZONING CODE AMENDMENT NO. 2021-00177
FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS

ATTACHMENTS (Y/N): YES ITEM # 12

RECOMMENDATION:

That the City Council, by Motion, introduce an ordinance to:

1) Amend Title 17 (Land Development and Resources) and Title 18 (Zoning) 
of the Anaheim Municipal Code to provide clarity, create consistency of 
terms and definitions, and provide for compliance with the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP); and

2) Determine that the above actions are exempt from the requirements to 
prepare additional environmental documentation per California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines under Sections 15060(c)(2) 
and 15060(c)(3) of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations. 

DISCUSSION:

This is a City-initiated request to amend the City’s Floodplain Management 
Regulations, in order to comply with the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). FEMA makes flood insurance 
available to communities, such as Anaheim, that participate in the NFIP.  Currently 
in the City of Anaheim, there are 330 flood insurance policies in effect totaling 
$110,297,800 in coverage, and, since joining the NFIP, there have been 48 paid 
losses totaling $144,436.27 within Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHA).  
Participation in the NFIP is dependent on communities adopting and enforcing 
adequate floodplain management regulations that meet the minimum NFIP 
requirements. Adoption of the Draft Ordinance (Attachment 1) would allow the City 
to meet these requirements. Attachment 2 shows the proposed changes to the City’s 
existing regulations, and Attachment 3 shows the location of properties that FEMA 
has designated within SFHA that require flood insurance. The Anaheim Planning 
Commission reviewed the Draft Ordinance on July 7, 2021, and unanimously voted 
to recommend that the City Council adopt the Draft Ordinance.
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The City’s Floodplain Management Regulations are codified in Chapter 17.28 (Flood Hazard 
Reduction) and Chapter 18.28 (Floodplain “FP” Overlay Zone) of the Anaheim Municipal Code 
(Code).  Proposed amendments to the Code are the result of a technical assistance meeting 
between FEMA staff and City staff. FEMA holds these meetings with staff from time-to-time to 
ensure that the City is compliant with the NFIP and remains in “Good Standing,” which entitles 
property owners to a 10% discount on their flood insurance premiums. Following the meeting, 
FEMA provided a summary report to City staff detailing the technical assistance topics 
discussed, NFIP resources, guidance to support program implementation, and an assessment of 
the City’s Floodplain Management Regulations (Attachment No. 4).

Staff has reviewed the summary report and prepared the proposed Draft Ordinance in response to 
FEMA’s assessment of the City’s Floodplain Management Regulations. Staff prepared the Draft 
Ordinance in consultation with an interdepartmental team of staff from the Planning and 
Building Department, Public Works Department, and City Clerk’s Office, as well as FEMA 
Staff. The proposed amendments include minor modifications to flood-related definitions, 
procedures, and development standards already contained in the Code. The proposed 
amendments also include the addition of definitions and provisions mandated by the NFIP. The 
proposed amendments do not result in changes to the delineation of SFHA boundaries, or 
permitted or prohibited uses within the SFHA.  The attached July 7, 2021, Planning Commission 
staff report (Attachment No. 5) provides a detailed analysis of the proposed amendments. 

Staff recommends that the City Council introduce the attached Draft Ordinance, which would 
bring the City’s Floodplain Management Regulations into compliance with the NFIP . Staff 
believes the additions and modifications provided in the Draft Ordinance clarify definitions, 
roles, procedures, and standards in the Code and sufficiently addresses FEMA’s concerns 
identified in their assessment of the City’s Floodplain Management Regulations. 

Environmental Determination: The Planning Commission concluded that this action is not 
subject to CEQA pursuant to Sections 15060(c)(2) and 15060(c)(3) of the State CEQA 
Guidelines because it will not result in a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical 
change in the environment and is not a “project,” as defined in Section 15378 of the State CEQA 
Guidelines. In that, the proposed amendments would provide clarity, create consistency of terms 
and definitions, and provide for compliance with the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). 
The proposed amendments will not have a significant effect on the environment; and, therefore, 
the activity is not subject to CEQA.

IMPACT ON BUDGET:

The costs to process and implement the Draft Ordinance are included in the Planning and 
Building Department’s FY 2021/22 General Fund budget. 
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Respectfully submitted,

Ted White
Planning and Building Director

Attachments:
1. Draft Ordinance
2. Draft Ordinance – Redlined
3. Floodplain Areas Map
4. February 12, 2021 Community Assistance Contact Report
5. July 7, 2020 Planning Commission Staff Report (without attachments)


